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What if voting is made mandatory?
Who is in favour? Let’s take a vote!

Imagine using a voting certificate to claim essential government benefits like ration,
electricity, and water supply. What if you don’t vote and all your rights as a citizen gets
extinguished before the eyes of the law? Voting is mandatory in more than 20 countries,
with Belgium, Australia, Brazil, Singapore, and Thailand among them. The chief benefits
seen in support of mandatory voting include: -

Increased voter turnout provides for the legitimacy of the party in power.
It motivates citizens to better analyse and understand candidates and political
parties and their potential to govern as their involvement increases.
Difficulty in using money to corrupt a larger population. 

It is pertinent to note that compulsory voting was first considered in 1950 while
enacting the Representation of Peoples Act and then in 1990 by the Dinesh Goswami
Committee on Electoral Reforms but was not taken forward, citing practical difficulties
in implementing mandatory voting throughout India. Though several bills have been
tabled before the Indian Parliament on this subject and after heated deliberations on
the coercive nature of compulsory voting, no concrete outcome has come of them. 
The Gujarat Local Authorities Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2009, made voting compulsory
at municipal and panchayat-level elections. The Gujarat High Court stayed the
legislation, observing that the right to vote embodied the right to refrain from voting. 
In Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay vs Union of India and Others, the Delhi High Court refused
to direct the Central government and Election Commission to make voting compulsory
in Parliament and assembly polls. It added, “We are not lawmakers. We cannot pass
such directions. Is there any provision in the Constitution that makes voting
compulsory.” before asking the petitioner to withdraw the PIL.
It is prudent to bear in mind while discussing various legal nuances that in Anoop
Baranwal vs Union of India MANU/SC/0190/2023, the Supreme Court, in its majority
opinion, held that the right to vote is only a constitutional right and not a fundamental
right. The Supreme Court has time and again maintained that it is not within its purview
to direct compulsory voting and that the same falls within the ambit of the Parliament.
Though views differ from person to person, exercising one’s right to choose their
representative is the bedrock of democracy. Any citizen who takes it lightly might be
doing a disservice to the nation and their fellow citizens. If compulsory voting makes the
citizens scrutinise the political party and candidate and ensures more involvement, why
not try it? 
This write-up demands a vote on whether one favours compulsory voting. Those in
favour, please vote. Due to practical difficulties, this voting may not be mandatory.



Filicide, the tragic act of a parent killing their own child, can take various
forms, including neonaticide, infanticide, familicide, and can be committed
by biological, adoptive, step-parents, or guardians. Motives behind filicide
can range from personal difficulties to a desire for control or punishment,
and instances of filicide involves differently-abled children in most cases.

Phillip Resnick's 1969 classification categorizes filicide into five types based
on motives. Altruistic filicide is the most common, where a parent believes
they act in the child's best interest. Psychotic filicide occurs without rational
thought, often under severe psychoactive experiences. Unwanted-child
filicide happens when a child is seen as a hindrance to social privileges.
Accidental or unfortunate filicide results from severe abuse or neglect, and
spouse revenge filicide stems from severe marital disagreements.

A study on paternal filicide in Northeast India from 2012 to 2022 revealed 10
cases involving fathers and victims ranging from newborns to 16 years old.
Post-homicide behaviours included regret, disclosure of actions, and suicide
attempts, with common contributing factors being intimate partner
relationship issues and mental health problems like psychosis, alcohol, and
drug abuse.

Filicide is legally categorized as murder, manslaughter, or homicide, carrying
penalties - life imprisonment /  death penalty. According to the study mental
illnesses and personality disorders can impair parental care, while societal
factors like poverty and domestic violence can increase stress. Cultural and
religious beliefs may influence filicide, but prevention strategies include
education, mental health treatment, and awareness campaigns.

Filicide- The tragic spectrum of parental
violence

                                                                                                                      -Seethala.B
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Expectations: Laptop Table –
Reality: Rice bowl 

There is a new addition to the funny instances of incorrectly delivered items by
Amazon. In the case of Amazon Seller Services Pvt Ltd v Jaspreet Kaur and Anr,
First Appeal No.: 1004 of 2022, the customer ordered a laptop table but instead
received a rice bowl that needed to be in better condition. The customer contacted
Amazon, but there was no proper response. Hence, the aggrieved consumer filed a
case with the District Commission. The District Commission ruled in the customer’s
favour and provided a compensation of Rs 15,000. However, Amazon (Appellant)
was not convinced and filed this appeal. The counsel for the Appellant contended
that a full refund was offered. In contrast, the complainant’s counsel mentioned that
the product must be replaced according to Amazon's replacement policy, which they
have breached. The Appellant’s counsel contended that they do not fall under the
category of intermediaries according to Section 79 of the Information and
Technology Act,2000. The complainant mentioned that Amazon is an agent and co-
seller, and they must verify the seller’s integrity. The arguments were accepted, the
Appellant was held liable for deficiency of service, and the appeal was dismissed.

-Sri Sai Kamalini M.S

Legality of Forensic Age Estimation

 

-Anoushka Samyuktha. A
Medical jurisprudence is a field that investigates and applies medical and scientific
principles to legal issues, including inquests and the implementation of legal
procedures. These two domains have historically been intertwined due to the fact
that modern medicine is a product of state regulation and legal construction, and
medico-legal disputes involving mortality, rape, paternity, and other matters  
requiring a medical practitioner to provide testimony and present proof as an
expert witness. In legal proceedings forensic age estimation is an essential
component utilized to ascertain the age of individuals in situations involving
uncertainty or disagreement. It is implemented in numerous contexts, including
juvenile justice, criminal justice, immigration, and adoption. Section 94(2)(iii) of the
Juvenile Justice Act 2015 states that in the absence of a birth certificate, the age
shall be determined by the latest medical tests ordered by the Court. In State of MP
v. Anoop Singh, 2015 7 SCC 773 it was decided that Rule 12(3) of the JJ (Care and
Protection) Rules, 2007 is applicable to the determination of the age of the rape
victim. Similarly, Shah Nawaz v. State of Uttar Pradesh (2011) 13 SCC 751, states
that the medical board’s opinion shall be sought only when neither the school
certificate nor the birth certificate is available. Therefore, forensic age
determination is crucial when there are such discrepancies.



In a landmark ruling  in Abhishek Yadav v. Army College of Medical Sciences,
WP(Civil) No. 730/2022, the Supreme Court issued a significant directive. It
mandated the National Medical Commission (NMC) to provide
comprehensive details on the stipend paid to MBBS interns across all medical
colleges in the country, a move that is of immense importance for the medical
education system in India. 
The directive comes in response to a civil writ petition filed regarding the
payment of stipends to doctors undertaking their MBBS internships. The
Division Bench of Sudhanshu Dhulia and Prasanna Balachandra Varale, JJ.,
ordered the NMC to provide a tabulated chart explaining two key aspects:

1) Is the claim that nearly 70% of medical colleges in India do not pay the
stipend or pay less than the fixed amount accurate?

2) The steps taken by the NMC to ensure compliance with the norms for
internship stipend payments.

The Court noted that the NMC's previous submission was incomplete, with
details missing for medical colleges in all states. Therefore, the NMC has been
given a 4-week deadline to submit the comprehensive information.

This ruling not only emphasizes the importance of ensuring fair and uniform
compensation for MBBS interns but also underscores the Court's concern for
their welfare. As integral parts of the medical education system, these interns
deserve transparency and accountability in the implementation of stipend
guidelines, a goal that the Court's directive aims to achieve.

CASE CHRONICLE
Supreme Court Directs NMC to Submit Details on MBBS

Intern Stipends
                                                                                                                     -Sowmiya R.K



A bite-sized insurance policy provides coverage for particular needs during a
relatively short period. Such insurance policies frequently have cheaper premiums
and can be acquired from digital insurers without paperwork or testing using a
smartphone. For example, the insurance you receive with your train ticket on the
IRCTC website, which a public insurance company backs, is bite-sized. 

The price for bite-sized, sachet, or small-ticket insurance policies is often the same for
all policy applicants because these plans are conventional policies with little room for
customisation. These plans often consist of easy insurance policies with
straightforward terms and conditions, so they do not require extensive underwriting
or pricing.You can purchase a mobile screen protection insurance policy from your
favourite online e-commerce site in addition to purchasing a smartphone. Because
they are so specific, such insurance plans will have limited but concentrated
coverage. 

BEYOND THE OBVIOUS
Bite sized Insurance- Small Policies, Big Impact

                                                                                          -Nithyaparvathy R.G

Unrealistic Notion of Gender Difference: Equal Recognition for
Both Parents in Degree Certificates

                                                                                                                      -Kamali A.N
Did you know a law degree certificate must reflect the candidate’s mother’s name? In
the case of Ritika Prasad v. Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha University, 2023, the
petitioner raised the issue that only her father’s name was included in her B.A., LLB.
Degree certificate. The Court observed that equality of opportunity and recognition
is crucial for gender equality because, just as a daughter and a son have an equal
right to be recognized as children of a couple, a mother and a father are equally
entitled to be recognized as the child’s parents. Denying this recognition would
challenge an archaic and unrealistic notion of gender difference. 
The Court did not delve much into this arena, as UGC has issued a vide circular dated
June 6, 2014, DO. No. 1-38/97 (CPP-II) that the certificates, degrees, and applications
given by universities and affiliated colleges should contain both the parent’s name
on all academic testimonials. The Court also emphasised the mandatory and non-
negotiable directions for university officials to include both parents’ names in all
student documents. The Court clarified that these observations may need to be
adjusted for exceptional cases, such as sole-parent adoptions requiring individual
attention and consideration. Therefore, the Court ordered the university to issue a
revised degree to the petitioner within two weeks, incorporating both parent’s
names.
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